ii2                                                 Paracelsus

Paracelsus joined Kilian, and the two chemists spent a few
months together, studying in the valuable library or experi-
menting in the basement, where the chemical kitchen was not
far from the Duke's wine. Many notes which Paracelsus jotted
down in the excitement of those hopeful moments have been
preserved. Kilian filed them all and continued to collect
Paracelsiana after his friend's death, thanks to which Neuburg
Castle became a mine of chemical and other manuscripts for
Paracelsus scholars.

Most of these alchemical writings are hard to interpret today.
Paracelsus did not use his symbols consistently. Far from hav-
ing any intention of making himself clear, he sought protec-
tion against spying and plagiary by deliberately omitting key
factors from his formulas and prescriptions. At times he ad-
mitted that he was withholding the full truth, or hinted at a
secret cypher. Typical is the following passage:

aDo not take anything from the Lion but the Rose-Colored
Blood, and from the Eagle only the White Gluten. Coagulate
as the ancients have directed, and you will obtain the
Tinctura Physicorum. If this is incomprehensible to you,
however, remember that only he who seeks with all his heart
will find." x
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Adepts of the art, of course, could decipher this code. The lion
symbolized a strong solvent; the eagle the process of sublima-
tion. The red residue in this case probably was mercury oxide,
and the white gluten may have been a metal chloride.2 Know-
ing no elements, Paracelsus was unable to name the compounds
which he produced in his alembic, and it is hard for us to
identify the products of his experiments. Several times, how-